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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

INFORMATION UPDATE NO. 6

Hands Off Our Injured Workers!
On November 22, 2003 Stelco began laying off 150 workers. Of these workers almost 100 of them are “Item 16’ workers, workers who due to injuries or illness are no longer able to perform regular work and have been accommodated. They have been performing a whole range of jobs from driving truck to operating computers. 

Stelco has ignored their duties under the language of the basic agreement to accommodate these workers and is also ignoring its obligation under the Human Rights legislation where they have a “duty to accommodate” these workers. A Stelco spokesman stated that “These things are always an unfortunate circumstance, but they’re a necessary part of the overall strategy that we’re involved in.” This outrageous statement shows that Stelco does not have an ounce of humanity. Injuries and illnesses are a part of making steel, and to just throw these workers out into the street as part of the “overall strategy” speaks volumes about what Stelco has in store for the workers. 

Stelco is using this layoff to get around their duty to accommodate injured workers. We have had a running dispute going with the company about what it has been trying to do for the last six months. The company has a duty to accommodate these employees, to find a job for them that fits into their limitations. We think these layoffs are not being made because a lack of orders. They are being carried out to please the financial community, to show them that the company is doing something. It should be mentioned that after the 150 layoffs were announced, some steel analysts stated that 150 layoffs aren’t enough, what is needed is 1500 layoffs.

On October 21 Stelco announced that they want to attack the pensions and benefits of the retirees. They want to get out of their social responsibility for their 7,000 pensioner families. Now they want to get out of their social responsibility for the injured and sick workers. It cannot be allowed to pass. 



Rolf Gerstenberger, President
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