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Long Live the Spirit of '46, the Spirit of Breaking New Ground! 

Public Right Yes! Monopoly Right No! 
- Rolf Gerstenberger, President, USW Local 1005 - 

 

United Steelworkers Local 1005, the Hamilton and District Labour Council, the Ontario Federation of Labour 
and the Canadian Labour Congress have invited everyone to a Hamilton Day of Action on January 29 to 
denounce the arrogance of the global monopolies and their assault on people's rights and wrecking of the 
economy and country. 
 

The people are resisting the attacks of the global monopolies from coast to coast to coast but the centres of 
provincial and federal political power are not with the people. On this January 29 Day of Action, let us focus 
the thinking, energy and resistance of the people against U.S. Steel as a symbol of all that is wrong when 
those in government allow the arrogance and dictate of monopoly right to run amuck in the country. 
 

USW Local 1005 and its 900 active members and 9000 pensioners have taken a bold stand in defence of 
the rights of all. They have said no to U.S. Steel's attack on Stelco pensioners by unilaterally de-indexing 
their pensions; they have said no to U.S. Steel's attempt to create a two-tier workplace with its attack on 
young Canadians by denying new hires a defined-benefit pension. 
 

USW Local 1005 proudly says that in Canada from coast to coast to coast we are one working class and 
people and the global monopolies have no right to divide us and trample our rights. The great tradition and 
spirit of '46 is to Break New Ground in the fight in defence of the rights of all! January 29, let us rally in 
Hamilton to demonstrate and pledge to Break New Ground in the defence of workers' rights and the 
sovereignty of the country against the arrogance and dictate of the global monopolies. Let us demand that 
governments do their duty and uphold public right. Public Right Yes! Monopoly Right No! 
 

U.S. Steel's unjust shutdown of Stelco's last active blast furnace and the lockout of Local 1005 members are 
examples of the arrogance and contempt the global monopolies hold for Canadian workers, our socialised 
economy and sovereignty. U.S. Steel's egocentric and unjust actions are a symbol of all that is wrong when 
rights are trampled and an economy and country are held hostage by global monopolies. 
 

United and determined Canadians can mobilise themselves against monopoly right and affirm public right 
and the sovereignty of Canada's economy and politics. 
 

United and determined Canadian workers can make politics their politics and have it serve their basic 
interests and the general interests of society. 
 

The global monopolies must not be allowed to trample on Canada's economy, standard of living and way of 
life. Workers and their allies must affirm public right against the power and domination of monopoly right; 
affirm the rights of The People vs. U.S. Steel and other global monopolies.  …/2 

Thi
s is 
our 
cou
ntry
, 
our 
eco

nomy and our politics! Let us show the monopolies and governments in their service that we are determined 
to make this our country, our economy and our politics in a way which sorts out the crisis in our favour, not 
that of the monopolies. All out for the Hamilton Day of Action! 
 

Manufacturing Yes! Nation-Wrecking No! 

Hamilton Day of Action 

The People vs. U.S. Steel 
1 p.m., Saturday, January 29, 2011 

Hamilton City Hall, 71 Main Street West 



 Public Right Yes! Monopoly Right No! 
Whose Economy? Our Economy! • Whose Politics? Our Politics!  

Whose Country? Our Country! • Who Decides? We Decide! 
Sovereignty Yes! Annexation No! 

Keep Stelco Producing! Keep Hamilton Producing! Keep Canada Producing! 
 

 
 

To contact USW Local 1005 CALL: 905-547-1417 or e-mail: info@uswa1005.ca  
Visit the website: www.uswa1005.ca 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA RELEASEMEDIA RELEASEMEDIA RELEASEMEDIA RELEASE    

 
January 14, 2011 

 
Today, USW Local 1005 was informed by Service Canada that our E.I. claims would 
be allowed. Our situation is very complex and Service Canada has done an 
extensive legislative review along with Fact Finding. We would like to thank Service 
Canada and everyone involved with making the decision that is certainly helpful 
financially to our members.  

 
However, this certainly does not take away from the fact that our members would 
much rather be working producing Steel. 
 
This Lock Out by U.S .Steel is quite simply another devious attempt by the Company  
to weasel out of the commitments it made when it seized Stelco in November  2007. 
Prior to the lockout U.S .Steel halted production in Hamilton in October 2010 for the 
second time in two years. It shifted its production for Canadian customers to the U.S. 
Then it locked us out. This lockout is an unacceptable attempt to get us to agree to 
change the terms of the pension agreement it signed with the government of Ontario 
as part of the terms of sale of Stelco to U.S. Steel. The well-being of 9000 
pensioners, 900 workers, their families, the Hamilton Community and the country’s 
demand for steel are all affected.  
 

These actions are shameful. 
 
USW 1005 appreciates the overwhelming support it has received from everyone in 
the community and across the country. 



 
We invite everyone to attend our Hamilton Day of Action “The People vs. U.S. Steel” 
on January 29th. 
 
For further information contact Gary Howe, Vice-President Local 1005 USW. Office 
number :  905-547-1417ext. 226; cell- 905-531-4078. 
 

 
 



 


